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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM WILLIAM LAIRD 

1 NO SUPPORT FOR THIS BILL 

I do not support this Bill, principally because I have not been persuaded by the evidence 

from its supporters that there is a problem to be solved. I have no reason to accept that it 

will achieve positive outcomes. I have serious concerns for the harm that it may cause if 

enacted. In my view, there are sufficient existing mechanisms to address problems of 

violence against children. There is not credible evidence for public demand for this 

proposed legislation.  The claim that it will ‘drive behaviour change in Scotland’ (Equality 

Impact Assessment) is, in my opinion, unjustifiable. 

2 HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES 

The right of parents in how to bring up their children would be denied by this proposed Act. I 

am totally against abuse but see no reason why mild physical chastisement cannot be an 

option in cases of intransigence or other behaviours that will not respond to reason. This Bill 

represents interference of the state against individuals.  

3 RESOURCES 

Whilst the Bill is unlikely to cause me resource problems, it could do so for police, courts 

and social services, all of whom are over-stretched at present. Complaints could be raised 

out of personal spite with un-necessary anxiety caused to innocent people whilst 

investigations take place. 

4 WELL INTENTIONED BUT INAPPROPRIATE 

Whilst child welfare ranks highly amongst public concerns, there is no need for this Bill. 

Problems can be dealt with under existing legislation that has stood the test of time. The 

Scottish Parliament has developed a record of well intentioned by impractical and flawed 

legislation for example in respect of football fan disorder and disabled parking bays. The Bill 

does not define ‘assault’: how can it be enforced? We don’t need another mess. 

 

 

 


